
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

NEWS RELEASE
SNAKE RIVER BASIN OFFICE
1387 S. Vinnell Way • Boise, Idaho 83709
(208) 378-5243 • FAX (208) 378-5262

April 2, 2002 ID2002-07

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Carter Niemeyer - (208) 378-5243

MEASURES IMPLEMENTED NEAR CLAYTON, IDAHO
IN EFFORT TO CONTROL PROBLEM WOLVES

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service implemented control actions on private land in the East Fork of the Salmon
River near Clayton, Idaho, on April 1. Two gray wolves, members of the Whitehawk Pack, were lethally
controlled after depredating on a domestic sheep on March 31. Necropsies confirmed that the wolves,
both yearling males, had killed the sheep.

Harassment devices have been in operation for the past two months to discourage wolves from frequenting
several ranches in the area. Ranchers reported the wolves had been triggering radio-activated guard (RAG)
boxes prior to the depredation incident. One wolf, B-125, was radio-collared, and wolf recovery specialists
are confident that most of the other Whitehawk Pack members are also collared, which will facilitate monitor-
ing the remaining wolves.

The Service and USDA Wildlife Services used another method of harassment, helicopter hazing, in an effort to
scatter the pack and move the animals from the depredation area.

In addition to the implementation of various control measures, the Service issued lethal wolf take permits
to four ranchers in the East Fork because of the Whitehawk Pack’s chronic depredation pattern. Idaho Wolf
Recovery Coordinator Carter Niemeyer said, “The lethal take permits will allow local ranchers to kill any
single wolf on their private land over the next 45 days. This tool allows private landowners more flexibility
in the control of problem wolves. We are hopeful that the implementation of all these management actions
will be successful this spring in the East Fork area.”

No further control actions on the Whitehawk Pack are planned unless additional depredations occur.
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